sibly more to surgery than to any other branch of medicine. The result, nevertheless, is an impressive compendium of every kind of abdominal operation, from appendicectomy to liver transplantation, which is profusely illustrated with great attention in general to the details of the various procedures. It must, however, be said that there are many original papers, the conclusions of which are not yet proven.
These volumes are very different from the early editions, which became widely used by those studying for higher degrees, and those embarking on a surgical career, and the price may now be against it in the case of these readers. It is however, a very good reference work for the abdominal surgeon who has had some experience, and would be a valuable addition to any medical library.
FA d'ABREU

Consultant Surgeon Westminster Hospital. London
Diseases of the Chest. 4th edn H C Hinshaw & J F Murray pp 1013 £24 London: Saunders 1980 For many years there were few books on respiratory disease, and previous editions of 'Diseases of the Chest' largely stood alone in providing a comprehensive textbook on the subject. Over recent years this position has changed and there are now many textbooks dealing with pulmonary medicine and related subjects. The last edition of this book was in 1969 and it has been extensively revised to enable it to re-enter what is now a much more congested market. It has clearly been difficult to combine the old traditions of the book with new information and the change in style which has accompanied the recruitment of Dr John Murray, who has lent his formidable talents to the production of this new edition. On the whole, the result is a success with a comprehensive account of thoracic disease being contained within the covers of a single volume. The book continues to be written for physicians in general, rather than the specialist thoracic physician, and provides a valuable reference textbook for undergraduate medical students and general practitioners. Such is the pace of change, that the book is not fully upto-date despite its recent publication and contains few references to such contemporary techniques as CT scanning, developments in radioisotope lung imaging using krypton gas and assessment of host defence mechanisms. This is a problem not peculiar to this book which, on balance, provides a good account of contemporary knowledge about chest disease and can be recommended as such.
T ] H CLARK
Professor of Thoracic Medicine Guy's Hospital MedicalSchool, London
Placenta -A Neglected Experimental Animal P Beaconsfield & C Villee (ed) pp 442 $50 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1979 Because it is so full of concentrated facts this is not an easy book to review. It reports a 'round table discussion' held at Bedford College in October 1978 under the auspices of the Special Commission on Internal Pollution. The method of reporting the discussion which followed each paper is unusual and does not contribute to ease of reading. The authors present a thesis that research workers have for years ignored the placenta as a naturally provided experimental model completely devoid of any ethical problems which could be used to study metabolic processes, cell replication, immunity and ageing, and the book is divided into these four compartments. If the maternal tissue attached to the placenta had also been included one cannot but feel that the placenta would afford an admirable experimental animal for the study of human vascular pathology as many clinicians have suggested. It is unfortunate that some ofthe contributors who are essentially scientists have such a low opinion of their clinical colleagues that they are led into statements indicating that some of them have 'tried more than once to interest obstetricians in the value of the placenta as a vehicle for various types of study and even written protocols for them, but they are faithful people who remain true to a traditional view of the afterbirth. For them it remains something you incinerate or use to fertilise the roses'. Such remarks and others like them found in this book are hardly conducive to the atmosphere of harmony and mutual respect which must exist between pure scientists and clinicians if human research is to
